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Professional Development Opportunity Summer 2020 
Teacher-Ranger-Teacher in NYC (Social Studies) 
 
The Teacher Ranger Teacher program is a professional development opportunity for K-12 
teachers to spend the summer acquiring new skills in experiential learning through a program 
provided by a partnership between the National Park Service (NPS) and the University of 
Colorado Denver (CUD).  The participants spend between four and six weeks in an NPS unit 
developing a major educational project and participating in an online graduate course from CU 
Denver.  The goal of the program is to train teachers in the resources and themes of the NPS so 
that they can return to their schools in the fall and incorporate their new skills into their 
classroom activities.  NPS aims to especially reach students from underserved schools and 
districts by recruiting teachers from Title 1, urban or rural schools and from tribal schools to 
participate in the Teacher Ranger Teacher program. 
 
Park Name:  General Grant National Memorial 
 
Mailing Address: c/o Manhattan Sites, 26 Wall Street, NY, NY 10005 
Park Contact: Liam Strain 
 
Park Contact Email Address:  liam_strain@nps.gov 
 
Projected Dates of Detail:  June-September 2019 
 
Housing Availability: NONE 
 
Stipend:  $3000.00 upon completion of program and graduate course requirements 
 
Graduate Credit:  3 graduate credit hours through University of Colorado Denver included 
 
Program Hourly Requirements:  Total of 230 hours of effort; 160 hours of major educational 
project, 45 hours of online coursework, discussion, course readings, 25 hours of NPS 
operational experiences. 
 
Additional Information: The National Park Service (NPS) is seeking a classroom educator to 
provide professional review of existing standards-based curriculum materials for the General 
Grant National Memorial in Manhattan, to determine alignment with current national and local 
(NYS/NYC) standards, and to document the standards met as well as update the materials for 
where they do not. The materials created will be made available to the public to prepare and 
enhance class visits to the national memorial, but also support classroom instruction for 
educators who cannot visit.  While the selectee will meet with and collaborate with the staff of 
the national memorial, the vast majority of the selectee’s work may be completed 
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independently at their own discretion, as long as all deadlines, course credit and quality 
requirements are met.   
 
This memorial to Ulysses S. Grant - victorious Union commander of the Civil War - includes the 
tombs of General Grant and his wife, Julia Dent Grant. A West Point graduate, Grant served in 
the Mexican War and at various frontier posts before rapidly rising through the ranks during 
the Civil War. Grant's tenacity and boldness led to victories in the Battles of 
Vicksburg and Chattanooga and Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox. Scenes of these 
events are depicted in mosaics within the tomb. In 1866, Congress awarded Grant his fourth 
star making him the first full General of the Armies. 
 
After the Civil War Grant was elected 18th President of the United States in 1868. Though 
extremely popular during his lifetime, Grant’s reputation declined during the 20th century and 
his administration was seen by some historians as among the worst in American history. 
Beginning at the end of the century, however, his influence and accomplishments have been 
reevaluated and his presidency is once again widely regarded as successful on many fronts. 
 
During his two terms, Grant supported and signed into law the 15th Amendment to the 
Constitution, giving African American men the right to vote. His Native American “peace 
policy” revised government relations with Native Americans and attempted to protect Indians 
from people who wanted their land, although the results of these policies were mixed. He 
sought free public education for all, regardless of race, gender, or religion. Grant created the 
Justice Department and used federal troops to enforce civil rights and voting laws resistance in 
reunified southern states during Reconstruction. On March 1, 1872 Grant signed legislation 
establishing Yellowstone as the nation's first national park. In international affairs, he peacefully 
settled major disputes with England over its support for the Confederacy during the Civil War, 
setting up a framework for international arbitration. And, contrary to depictions of Grant’s 
administration being one of the most corrupt in U.S. history, President Grant instituted civil 
service reform in the executive branch to reduce the negative effects of patronage and the 
spoils system. The recommendations of the Civil Service Commission would not become law 
until after President Garfield's assassination in 1881.  
 
Once the Grants left the White House, they embarked on a two-year world tour and settled in 
New York City. To offset the loss of his personal fortune to a Wall Street scam, Grant wrote his 
memoirs of the Civil War, which were completed just a few days before his death from throat 
cancer on July 23, 1885. After his Presidency, Grant settled in New York City. Ulysses S. Grant 
died of throat cancer on July 23, 1885 in Mount McGregor, New York and was laid to rest in 
New York City on August 8 with a funeral procession of over one million participants. Published 
posthumously and written while suffering his illness in the hopes of leaving a means of 
subsistence for his wife after he was gone, The Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant is still 
considered one of the best military commentaries ever written, and was a source of income for 
his wife for the rest of her life. 
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Approximately 90,000 people from around the world donated over $600,000 towards the 
construction of Grant's Tomb. This was the largest public fundraising effort ever at that time. 
Designed by architect John Duncan, the granite and marble structure was completed in 1897 
and remains the largest mausoleum in North America. Over one million people attended the 
parade and dedication ceremony of Grant's Tomb on April 27, 1897, more than ten years after 
his death. 
 
For examples of TRT products from previous years, please visit: 
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/teacher-resources.htm#q=stonewall 
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/educator-guide-elementary-school.htm  
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/educator-guide-middle-school-and-high-school.htm  
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/educators-guide.htm  
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Application 
(SUPPLY ADDITIONAL PAGES: Applicant Must Use Additional Pages to Reply 
Completely. Do Not Write on This Page.) 
 
Applicant Name: 
 
Home Address: 
 
Home/Cell Phone: 
 
Email Address: 
 
Applicant’s School Name: 
 
School District/State: 
 
School Address: 
 
School Phone: 
 
Grade level and subject(s) taught: 
 

1. Do you teach at a Title I school? (please circle) No Yes If yes, what percentage of your 
students qualify for Free and Reduced-Price Lunches? 

 
2. Can you commit to approximately 4-6 weeks of time (230-240 hours) during the summer 

season (May-August, depending on park needs)? (please circle) No Yes 
 
3. Describe your most effective unit or lesson plan that actively engaged students in learning.  

Why was it successful? Please use a separate page. 
 
4. Why do you want to participate in Teacher Ranger Teacher? Please use a separate page. 
 
5. How will you use your TRT experience to enrich your classroom teaching and create 

opportunities for your students to connect to the National Park system? Please use a separate 
page. 

 
6. How will you share information and skills acquired through this experience with your school 

and district colleagues? Please use a separate page. 
 

7. Describe your familiarity and experiences with local, state or national parks, monuments, 
memorials, battlefields, historic sites, etc. Please use a separate page. 

 
- NEXT PAGE – 
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- CONTINUED - 
 
Please provide information for two professional references: 
 
Reference 1: 
Name: 
Phone Number: 
Email Address: 
Relationship to applicant: 
 
Reference 2: 
Name: 
Phone Number: 
Email Address: 
Relationship to applicant: 
 
 
 
 


